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Half-Half subsidy programme 4th phase
starting in March

The very popular Covid-12 financial rellef programme Half-Half or 50:50 will be continued,

ding 1o the spokesperson for the Ministry of Finance. The spokesperson said the F w

try is preparing the fourth phase of the programme, expected to launch in March, ’ nz a z
The plan that launched last year simultanaously aided people in need with
y subsidising 50% of the paymen

at
i

neals and

small business econor
vod shops. The progra
purchase of food and other necessities am logking to: - Buy

to

rt in minuges!

e allowed 150 baht maximum per day for the

Rent

ted with the Cahinet alr ly approving the fourth phase Region v | Bedrooms v

of the food subsidy scheme expired on December 31.

Half-Half is ready to be implemen

of the program

ration is opennow for th
Ministry warns that those who didr

should do so before the programme la
phase can use the Pap Tang app to join

rth phase of the Half-Half plan and the Fin
hases but want
March. Those who took pa

ase, JUst as they have done p
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. The Ministry spokesperson said that the plan will continue as before with s being
aligtted 1,500 baht per month total, with 2 maximum of 150 baht each day. The Register interest
government has seen success with the scheme tl s particpants some extra pocket

maney to eat and small shops are keeping afloat with the extra customers the aid money

allaws for.
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Headline: Exim Bank touts life support for airlines
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FINANCE

Exim Bank
touts life
support for
airlines

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Export-Import (Exim) Bank of Thailand has
provided financial assistance to local airlines
totalling more than 6.2 billion baht to increase
their liquidity and restructure their debt, says
bank president Rak Vorrakitpokatorn.

He said the financial aid includes the
suspension of loan repayments and debt
rescheduling, with a total debt value of 3.5
billion baht.

These relief measures are in response to
the Covid-19 pandemic, which has adversely
impacted the tourism sector.

The bank also provided loans of 2.7 billion
baht to the local airlines to boost their liquid-
ity and retain employment.

Late last year the Thai tourism industry
improved as more people travelled, especially
during November and December.

Mr Rak said Exim Bank has been closely
monitoring the pandemic situation in the
early part of this year to see if the number of
infectionsis rising and whether thatis affect-
ing people’s travels.

The bank uses this information to assess
how much financial assistance to offer its
clients, he said.

Mr Rak said state-run banks have to
continue supporting virus-hit businesses
so they can maintain operations during
the pandemic.

These businesses need to bereinforced so
they can drive the economy after the end of
the pandemic, he said.

A Finance Ministry source who requested
anonymity said Exim Bank had set aside
financial assistance of around 20 billion baht
for the aviation sector.

When considering whether to help local
airlines, the bank will prioritise those with
plans to retain staff, said the source.
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