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Headline: Move Forward MP urges scrutiny of PM’s utility bills

Clip: Black/White

Move Forward MP urges scrutiny of PM’s utility bills

POST REPORTERS

Move Forward Party MP, Amarat
Chokepamitkul, yesterday asked the
Revenue Department to look into
whether Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha included the utility charges for
his official residence in his personal
income tax declaration.

Ms Amarat handed a letter to the
department’s director-general yester-
day, in which she urged the depart-
ment to look at Gen Prayut's personal
income tax filings from 2014, to see if
the premier included his electricity
and water bills — which are paid
by the army — in his assessable
income list.

The opposition lawmaker also
urged the department to act if
it finds any irregularities in the
PM’s declarations.

Gen Prayut has resided atan army
house at the 1st Infantry Regiment
base on Vibhavadi Rangsit Road
in Bangkok since he became army
commander-in-chief in 2010. He con-
tinues toreside at the residence, even
though he officially retired as army
chief on Sept 30, 2014,

News ID: C-210310001089 (10 Mar 21/05:24)
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As the army is paying for the pre-
mier’s utilities, as outlined in a Con-
stitutional Courtruling on the matter,
Gen Prayut has to declare them as
part of his assessable income, just
like other benefits and bonuses, Ms
Amarat said in the letter.

If Gen Prayut failed to include
them under his list of assessable
income, it means the premier has
been paying less income tax than he
was supposed to, whichis a violation
of the Revenue Code, Ms Amarat said
in the letter.

On Dec 2, last year, all nine
Constitutional Court judges
cleared Gen Prayut of any wrong-
doing for occupying the army resi-
dence after he retired from the army.

The issue was brought to the court
by the opposition, who reported
Gen Prayut for conflict of interest
over his decision to stay in the resi-
dence as premier.

The court in its ruling said
Gen Prayut did not violate the con-
stitution and law by occupying
the army house after retirement
because he did not receive any spe-
cial benefits.
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GH BANK HAS DIGITAL AMBITIONS

GH Bank plans to offer fully digital banking
services by 2023, with the aim of reducing
over-the-counter transactions to 10%. B3

GH Bank

plans digital

offerings

within this year, said Chatchai Sirilai,
GH Bank's president.
Over-the-counter transactions
logged at 15.8% of total transactions
as of Feb 8, according to GH Bank,
The second step is to reduce the
number of transactions conducted via
electronic machines available atbank

Drastic cuts in
branch activity first

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

State-owned GH Bank plans to offer

fully digital banking services by 2023,
aiming to drastically reduce almost
all over-the-counter transactions and
beef up application services.

The bank’s digital banking road-
map over the next three years will
commence from reducing over-the-
counter transactions in bank branches
to a mere 10% of total transactions

branches to 30% this year and 15% by
2022, said Mr Chatchai.

At present, these transactions rep-
resent 47.9% of total transactions.

The final step is to increase the
number of transactions through the
GHB All mobile application to 60%
this year and 80% by 2022, he said.

Transactions through GH Bank's

A logo of GH Bank is seen at a money expo.PATIPAT JANTHONG
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GH Bank targets to
provide new loans
worth 215.6 billion
baht this year.

CHATCHAI SIRILAI
President, GH Bank

mobile banking application are now
at 36.3% of total transactions.

GH Bank targets to provide new
loans worth 215.6 billion baht this
year, up from last year's target of 210
billion, said Mr Chatchai.

Of the 215.6-billion-baht loan
target, 140.2 billion are classified as
low-interest loans provided to low-
income earners, making up around
65% of the targeted newly-issued
loans. The remaining 75.5 billion
baht are identified as business solu-
tion loans.

GH Bank targets outstanding hous-
ing loans at 1.4 willion baht this year,
up 3% from last year’s total outstand -
ing housing loans, while the non-
performing loan ratio is projected to
stand at 3.3%.
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