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Ministry prepares assistance for state staff

Remedy to help
137,000 employees

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Finance Ministry is preparing to
provide a financial remedy to 137,000
government contract employees to help
with the cost of living, says the Fiscal
Policy Office (FPQ).

The government previously rolled
out financial remedy measures to assist
different groups affected by the pan-
demic crisis, including those not cov-
ered under the social security system
and Government Pension Fund.

Yet a portion of government con-
tract employees, mosily those whose
monthly salary does not exceed
15,000 baht, has yet to receive any
financial help, said Kulaya Tantitemit,

LENDING A HAND

The Finance Ministry is preparing an aid
package for government contract workers
excluded from previous schemes. B2

director-general of the FPO.

To assist these low-income gov-
ernment contract employees, the
Finance Ministry is mulling a financial
remedy measure.

As government contract employees
have jobs with steady income, albeitlow
monthly salaries, the amount of finan-
cial relief allocated to this group will not
be equal to the 7,000-baht remedy for
two months under the Rao Chana (We
Win) scheme, said Ms Kulaya.

Theremedy amount for government
contract employees is being deliber-
ated, she said.

Approved in January, the We Win
scheme aims to provide 210 billion
baht of financial handouts for 31 million
people who are not covered by Section
33 of the Social Security Act to alleviate
hardships caused by the second wave
ofthe pandemic.

Monetary disbursement is done
through the Pao Tang e-wallet app.

The government also approved the
Rao Rak Kan scheme for around 9.3
million company employees — those
under Section 33 of the Social Security
Act — who will be given 1,000 baht a
week for four weeks.

Separately, the FPO has been
ordered to study short-term and long-
term plans in preparation for manag-
ing future volatilities that can affect the
economy, said Krisada Chinavicharana,
permanent secretary for finance.

The think tank hasalso been assigned
to study limitations for fiscal respon-
sibility in an attempt to assess which
policies can be loosened to accommo-
date existing economic conditions, said
Mr Krisada.

The Finance Ministry remains confi-
dent the public debt-to-GDP ratio will
not exceed the 60% ceiling, although
the ratio could rise to 58-59% of GDP
when the 1-trillion-baht emergency
loan decree has been fully used, he said.
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PRESS BRIEFINGS

-+ MONDAY: A meeting of the
Eastern Economic Corridor Policy
Committee, chaired by Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, is
scheduled at Government House
at 9.30am.

=¥ Lalin Praperty Plc invites the
media to join a press confer-
ence regarding its business
plan for 2021. The event is
scheduled from 10.30-11.30am
via Facebook Live at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
lalinconference.

- TCP is organising a press brief-
ing on the occasion of the launch
of Mansome Vitamin Water, a
new praduct for health-conscious
consumers. The event is at The
Lawn, Gaysorn Urban Resort,
Gaysorn Tower, at 1.30-3pm.

-+ Stark Corporation Plc, the
operator of a holding company
that produces and distributes
electrical cables for power
transmission and distribution
systems, invites the media to
join a press conference on the

company's business plan. It is
from 2-4.30pm on the 16th Floor,
Maneeya Center Building (BTS
Chidlom, exit 2).

-» TUESDAY: The Thai National
Shippers’ Council (TNSC) holds
its monthly meeting from 10am-
noon at the TNSC on the 32nd

Floor, Lumpini Tower, Rama IV

Road. TNSC plans to announce
the export value for January this
year. The event is also online via
Google Hangouts (visit https://

meet.google.com/rnt-ushv-maf).

-» Suntory PepsiCo Beverage
(Thailand) Co, a manufacturer
and distributor of beverages, is
hosting a launch for ready-to-
drink oolong tea. Ashish Joshi,
chief executive, and Somchai
Ketchaikosol, chief marketing
officer, will discuss opportunities
for growth for T-Plus products

in Thailand's ready-to-drink tea
market at a press conference
scheduled for 10am-noon at The
Gardens of Dinsor Palace (BTS
Ekkamai).

= SCG Chemicals presents the
strategy and business direction
for the company’s business in
2021. A press briefing is sched-
uled via Zoom from 9.30-11am.
The Zoom meeting ID is 881
4186 9763.

-+ The Digital Economy Promo-
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Thai Airways plans
to submit its
husiness
rehabilitation plan
o the Central
Bankruptcy Court
on Tuesday.WICHAN
CHAROENKIATPAKUL

tion Agency (Depa) in coopera-
tion with the Thai Game Software
Industry Association and Infofed
Co jointly launch the Depa Game
Accelerator Program to promote
and develop the potential of Thai
game producers and developers
to the world market. The press
conference starts at 9am at Thai-
land E-Sports Arena, 5th floor,
The Street Ratchada.

-+ An Acer Computer press con-
ference titled: Next @ Acer, Live,
Work, Learn, Play is scheduled
for the Grand Ballroom, 9th
floor, Carlton Hotel Bangkok at
10.30am-noon.

-» The National Science and

Technology Development Agency
(NSTDA) is holding a press con-
ference for the upcoming 16th
NSTDA Annual Conference —
NAC2021. The event takes place
from 1-3.30pm at the press room,
1st floor, King Mongkut Build-
ing, Higher Education, Science,
Research and Innovation Ministry,
Rama VI Road.

-+ WEDNESDAY: SCB Economic
Intelligence is holding a press
conference on the Thai economic
outlook for the first quarter of
2021 from 10am-noon on the
18th floor at SCB Academy.

- Citibank presents an overview
of major strategic changes for
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Mpyanmar (One Month) After The Coup:
Domestic Politics, Regional Repercussions, Global Implications

Monduy, 1+ March 2021 at 09.30 -

Facebook Live on IS18 Faccbook Page: www.faccbook.com /isisthailand
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The Institute of

1 -of Gorremment

Security and
International
Studies at
Chulalongkorn
University is
holding a
public forum
on Myanmar.

o

Aatart R’
sespondents’ Chib of Thailand [FCCT)

SEMINARS

MONDAY: ISIS Thailand presents a public forum on Myanmar one

month after the coup. The seminar addresses Myanmar's domestic
political situation, regional repercussions and global implications. It can
be joined via ISIS Thailand Facebook Live at 9.30-11.30am.

l

the bank in 2020 to cope with
shifting consumer behaviour
amid the pandemic. The bank
also unveils its strategy for 2021
at the briefing set for 11am-noon
via Zoom.

-»PGD, a comprehensive group
of designers focusing on hospi-
tals and medical establishments
in Thailand, is holding a media
briefing to launch PGD under the
concept “Healthcare Total Design
Solution”. The keynote speech is
on the current healthcare market.
The event convenes at 10am

on the 24th floor at JustCo at
Samyan Mitrtown (MRT Cham-
churi Square).

——
-» THURSDAY: The Energy
Policy and Planning Office is
organising a seminar on the
framework of the Petrochemi-
cal Industry Development Plan
(Phase 4) for the Eastern Sea-
board area, and areas with
potential for future economic
development. The meeting is
from 9am-5pm at the Mira-

cle Grand Convention Hotel,

99 Kamphaeng Phet 6 Road,
Khwaeng Talat Bang Khen, Khet
Lak Si.

- Aurora Gold Mall is hosting
the first Gold Expo in Thailand
from March 5-14, featuring
many promotional activities. On
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Thursday, an exclusive interview
with management is scheduled at
10.30am at Phechthong Aurora
Gold Mall, Megabangna branch.

-» The ltalian Embassy in Thai-
land and ltalian Trade Agency

in cooperation with Central
Department Store host a press
conference for “Dolce Italia” from
10.30am-noan at the Platinum
Lounge at Central Chidlom. The
fashion event presents a collec-
tion of brands directly from ltaly
{(running from March 4-31) on the
1st floor at Central Chidlom.

-» FRIDAY: The Trade Policy
and Strategy Office announces
the consumer price index for
February at 10.30am at the Com-
merce Ministry.

ﬂENTS

- MONDAY?: The American
Chamber of Commerce in Thai-
land is holding an online meet-
ing for members to discuss the
Finance Ministry’s policy priori-
ties and initiatives in light of the
fresh outbreak and the long-term
impact on the economy and
business prospects. A keynote
address by Finance Minister
Arkhom Termpittayapaisith is
scheduled with the Zoom event
convening at 2.30pm.

-+ TUESDAY: State-owned car-
rier Thai Airways is scheduled to
submit its business rehabilitation
plan to the Central Bankruptcy
Court on March 2. After this, prob-
ably in May, the court is expected
to assemble Thai Airways’ credi-
tors to vote on the plan.

-+ WEDNESDAY: A US-Thailand
Cybersecurity and Data Protec-
tion Standards Workshop is set
to take place on March 3-5 at
8-11am.
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