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TOURISM

Taste-Shop-Spend gets third round

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

Yesterday the cabinet approved the
third phase of the Taste-Shop-Spend
scheme and allowed 500,000 elderly
people to become eligible for the
new phase, which offers a maximum
20% cash rebate to 2 million eligi-
ble recipients.

Finance Minister Uttama Savanay-
ana said the ministry and Krungthai
Bank (KTB) today will unveil details
of the methods that will let the elderly

join the scheme.

The ministry will open registra-
tion tomorrow for those who missed
the first two phases. Registration for
the scheme will be open twice a day
between 6am and 6pm,

Unlike the previous two phases, the
third will allow cash back for spending
at participating merchants anywhere
in Thailand, including recipients’
home provinces.

The third phase also allows those
who buy tour packages, air tickets and
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lodging costs for domestic travel to
take partin the scheme.

Recipients will receive 15% cash
back for spending of up to 30,000 baht
at participating merchants.

The rebate rises to 20% for 30,001
to 50,000 baht spent, with up to 8,500
baht available in cash back.

All phases of the scheme will end
in January because the government
aims to boost domestic expenditure
only until Chinese New Year.

“In the third phase, the government
excludes a 1,000-baht cash giveaway
because the government wants to save
budget,” Mr Uttama said.

Some 10 million participantsin the
first phase and 3 million in the second
received a 1,000-baht cash handout
and a cash rebate of up to 20%.

To be eligible for the cash hand-
out and the 20% cash rebate of up
to 50,000 baht for tourism-related
spending, Thais aged 18 and older
were required to sign up online and
download an app from KTB.
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Customs

reports tax
shortfall

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Customs Department's tax revenue
collection missed its target by 1.1% in
the first month of fiscal 2020.

The tax-collecting agency in October
gathered 52.1 billion baht, of which 8.7
billion was the Customs Department’s
revenue and the remainder was reve-
nue the department collected on behalf
of other state agencies, said department
spokesman Chaiyut Khamkhun.

Theshortfall is in line with the Fiscal
Policy Office’s (FPO) bleak forecast for
an export contraction of 3.8% this year.
The FPO also predicted outbound mer-
chandise shipment growth will shrink
2.5% in 2019 before reversing course to
a 2.6% rise next year,

In related news, around 9,000 opera-
tors have signed up for electronic data
exchange through the Customs Depart-
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ment’s electronic data connectivity
system, he said. These operators have
been delegated by over 100,000 export-
ers and importers, said Mr Chaiyut.

Around 10 million e-documents are
pooled through the National Single
Window (NSW) and Asean Single
Window (ASW) systems.

The NSW allows parties involved
in trade and transport to lodge stand-
ardised information and documents
with a single entry point to comply
with import, exportand transit-related
regulatory requirements. Under the
single window system, information is
digitally exchanged among govern-
ments and businesses for paperless
customs formalities.

Bruneiand Cambodia are connected
to the ASW, bringing the total number
of Asean members exchanging Certifi-
cate of Origin Form D electronically up
to seven. Myanmar, Laos and the Philip-
pines are expected to join later.

Data for import and export value
of controlled goods worth 5.8 trillion
baht, accounting for 40% of total trade
in fiscal 2019, was electronically inte-
grated under the government-to-gov-
ernment platform. The state is keen to
offer e-permits for crop trade using the
NSW system.
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