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Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 19.68  Ad Value: 29,520 PRValue (x3): 88,560 Clip: Full Color
Circulation: 70,000 .

Ad Rate: 1,500 Headline: Cheap leases prescribed for squatters
SORTING SQUATTING
The Treasury Department wants to sign cheap
leases with squatters on government property
in exchange for government services.
FINANCE who lease residences, said Mr Yuttana.
To be eligible for the scheme, resi-
Ch 1 dents must have settled on the land
eap eases before 2003.
" The department averages turning
14,000 occupiers per year into les-
prescr].bed sees, but 100,000 are targeted in this
fiscal year.
f To achieve the target, the depart-
Or S qu atte rS ment may outsource some functions
includingverifying qualifications for the
scheme, said Mr Yuttana.
WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI Nakhon Sawan and Surat Thani have
the highest rate of state land occupa-
The Treasury Department aims to put  tion, he said.
100,000 land occupiers on lease con- Mr Yuttana said the department will
tracts within this fiscal year, in accord-  also use state land to set up markets in
ance with the government'’s policy to  rural communities, while other state
help the poor. property will used to build meeting

Some 139,000 people are encroach- venues for communities.
ingon 1.36 million rai of state land, said The department aims for 100 mar-
Yuttana Yimgarund, director-general of  kets and meeting places nationwide by
the department. fiscal 2020.

If these squatters, who live in poverty, Deputy Prime Minister Somkid
agree to sign lease contracts with the Jatusripitak recently said the govern-
Treasury Department, they can enjoy ment wants to reform the rural econ-
government assistance measures, omy and improve living standards to
includingaid packages for farmers, and ~ strengthen buffers against external
can also use the lease contracts to back  volatility.
the loans, he said. The Excise Department earlier

Thelease rate willbe lowat200 baht  pushed for a policy to hold meetings in
arai per year for farmers and 25 satang  provincial areas on generating income
per square wah per month for those for rural peaple.
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Headline: 57% of Thais gamble, study finds

57% of Thais gamble, study finds

Lottery news stories
blamed for increase

POST REPORTERS

A study by the Centre for Gambling
Studies (CGS) has found that more
than 700,000 people who gambled this
year are first-time gamblers, with the
youngest first-time gambler being only
seven years old.

CGS director, Nualnoi Trirat, said
that the centre has been conducting a
study on the gambling habits of Thais
across the country since 2017.

According to Ms Nualnoi, the study
found that as ofthis month, 30.42 mil-
lion Thais, equivalent to 57% of the
country’s population, engaged in some
sort of gambling. The figure, she said,
represents an increase of 1.4 million
gamblers from when the study began
in 2017.

“Our study found that more than
700,000 people who gambled this year
are first-time gamblers, the young-
est whom was only seven years old,’
she said.

The study found that among the

30.42 million gamblers surveyed
this year, 733,000 or about 20% were
between the ages of 15-18; 3.05 mil-
lion, or 46% were aged between 19-25;
3.3 million gamblers, or 42% were 60
orolder.

The most popular form of gambling
among Thais is the governmentlottery,
tollowed by underground lotteries and
foothall betting.

“In terms of money generated by
gambling activities, football betting
came out top with about 160 billion
baht circulating each year, followed by
the underground lottery with 153 bil-
lion baht, and the government lottery
with 150 billion baht," according to
Ms Nualnoi.

According to Ms Nualnoi, news cov-
erage about government lottery win-
ners is encouraging more and more
Thais to gamble.

“The Government Lottery Office
[GLO] prints more than 100 million
lottery tickets for each draw, which far
outstrips the country’s total population
of about 68 million people;” she said.

“This promotes gambling, and
encourages people to buy more tickets.”

She urged the GLO to take a serious
look at the long-term potential harm
of gambling on society.
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Supreeda Adulyanont, the manager
of the Thai Health Promotion Foun-
dation, said the foundation launched
a working unit in 2010 to spearhead
a public awareness campaign about
the dangers of gambling and push for
tighter regulations on gambling.

“We believe access to gambling must
be tightened and we urge the govern-
ment to create policies which do not
promote such activities in society,” Dr
Supreeda said.

Dr Supreeda also said that Thailand
should set a panel tasked with prevent-
ing occasional gamblers from becom-
ing full-blown addicts.
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