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Headline: Farm products and tourism prodded

Farm products and tourism prodded

Agencies urged to
help rural incomes

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

The Creative Economy Agency (CEA)
and Office of Knowledge Manage-
ment and Development (OKMD) are
beingurged to team up with universi-
ties and the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC) to
apply more creativity to upgrade the
value of tarm products and cultural
tourism, thereby raising incomes in
rural areas.

Yesterday, Deputy Prime Minister
Somkid Jatusripitak said the two public
organisations should play a greater role
in tackling poverty.

“CEA and OKMD have to expand
their network to collaborate with vari-
ous agencies, both public and private,
to make the creative economy develop-
ment more effective and more power-
ful for the overall Thai economy,” he

said, citing how many countries such
as South Korea, Japan and Britain have
succeeded in using the creative econ-
omy to boost their economies,

Mr Somkid said the government may
need to allocate greater budget to sup-
port creative economy development,
as only 200 million baht is allocated to

CEA and OKMD have to expand their network
to collaborate with various agencies.

SOMKID JATUSRIPITAK
Deputy prime minister

each CEA and OKMD per year.

He also ordered all related agencies
to work harder to develop the farm and
tourism sectors, particularly through
smart farmer and community tour-
ism activities.

The BAAC aims to develop 20,000
smart farmers this year, with the target
set for 100,000 over next three years.
This activity needs full support from
various agencies, said Mr Somkid.

During the past eight years, the
creative economy, spanning 15 sectors
including handicraft, music, perform-
ing arts, visual arts, film, broadcasting,
printing, software, advertising, design,
architectural services, fashion, food,
Thai traditional medicine, cultural
tourism, has played an important role
in the economy.
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During 2010-18, the creative econ-
omy enjoyed average growth of 5.61%
a year. In 2018, the creative economy
contributed 1.4 wrillion baht, making
up for 9.1% of GDP.

In 2010, the creative economy pro-
duced only 960 billion baht or 8.9% of
the GDP.

In 2018, sectors that struck momen-
tum included cultural tourism, which
generated 285 billion baht, food (200
billion), design (188 billion) and fash-
ion (157 billion).

Mr Somkid said measures to pro-
mote the country’s creative economy
are in the pipeline, to be discussed in
the economic ministers’ meeting.

The agenda is likely to be tabled for
discussion next month, following tour-
ism and export stimulus plans.
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