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Clip: Black/White

INBrief

Ministry eyes
fund for e-vehicles

ENVIRONMENT: The Finance Min-
istry will push for a fund to manage
vehicle batteries amid the hum-
ming electric vehicle industry.

Finance Minister Uttama Sava-
nayana said the proposed fund will
be subsidised by taxes on imported
and locally-manufactured elec-
tric vehicles, and its operations
governed by a law. He said the fund
would help reduce the environ-
mental impact of electric car bat-
teries at the end of their life cycle
as well as promoting innovations
related to the eco-car industry.

The ministry will hold talks
on the plan with agencies con-
cerned, including the Industry
Ministry and the Industry Council,
he added.
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EDUCATION

Student Loan Fund set to

give bright students boost

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Student Loans Fund (SLF) is creating a new finan-
cial package for whizkids, according to the fund’s
manager, Chainarong Katchapanan.

He said the so-called “Gifted Student Fund”
will be introduced because the Education Minis-
try wants to extend more help to various groups
of students.

The fund will have some conditions, Mr Chai-
narong said.

Among them is that the combined income of
the parents does not exceed 200,000 baht per year.

Furthermore, the fund will be available to
bright children in certain areas, he said with-
out explaining,

Funding will be given to talent in certain fields
that the country needs more of such as engineer-
ing and medicine.

News ID: C-190912001090 (12 Sep 19/06:24)
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The Gifted Student Fund has been made pos-
sible because SLF has managed to collect more
revenue from outstanding loans recently, Mr
Chainarong said.

He said parents will see more funding for stu-
dents when the SLF collects more money.

“By the end of this year, loan repayments are
expected to reach 30 billion baht, and revenue
tendsto increase asyears go by, which meansthe
fund can keep on paying because its financially
healthy,” the director said. The fund is able to pro-
vide loans to 600,000 students, up from 100,000
last year, he said.

He said the ministry has introduced ways to
make it easier for students to repay their debts.

One is cooperation from employers in both pri-
vate and public sectors to deduct debt payments
from the salaries of employees who still owe on
their loans.
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