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Headline: Updated criteria aimed at thinning welfare rolls

GOVERNMENT

Updated criteria aimed at thinning welfare rolls

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The family-based qualification crite-
ria for welfare smartcard holders will
be replaced by an individual income
benchmark, with the aim of lowering
the number of recipients to less than
10 million.

The new criteria will help the gov-
ernment better direct aid to the needy,
an informed source at the Fiscal Policy
Office said, noting that the Finance
Ministry has applied the welfare criteria
of several countries to Thailand.

The idea to change the criteria
arose after the ministry found that the

families of many welfare recipients were
wealthy despite their annual income
not exceeding 100,000 baht, thesource
said.

At present, there are 14.5 mil-
lion state welfare recipients for low-
income earners,

The government in 2016 offered a
one-time handout to those eamning up
ta 100,000 baht a year as required by the
Finance Ministry.

Under the scheme, those earning
up to 30,000 baht a vear were entitled
to 3,000 baht per person, while those
earning more than 30,000 but less than
100,000 baht a year were entitled to

1,500 baht. Almost 7 million received
a one-off cash handout.

The government in 2017 tightened
the criteria after finding that some-
one used a loophole to receive a cash
giveaway. The criteria required appli-
cants to be unemployed or to have
had an income of 100,000 baht or less
in the past year to receive aid under
the programme.

In addition, applicants’ savings,
savings certificates and bond holdings
must be worth less than 100,000 baht
combined. If applicants own property,
the area must not exceed 35 square
metres fora condo unit, 25 square wah

for a townhouse or 10 rai for agricul-
tural purposes. Applicants mustbe Thai
nationals aged 18 and over.

The source said the Finance Minis-
try will also set up committees at the
village, district and provincial levels to
uncover claimants who do not deserve
state assistance.

Given that the committees’ mem-
bers are those living in the same area
as the welfare recipients, screening is
expected to be more precise and faster,
the source said.

Spending on the state welfare smart
card scheme averages almost 4 billion
baht a month.
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According to Comptroller-General
Department data, card spending
amounted to 76.8 billion baht, of
which 55.3 billion was used to purchase
staple goods at Thong Fah Pracha Rat
shops, between the start of smartcard
distribution in Oct 1, 2017 and Feb 28,
2019,

State welfare smartcard holders now
are entitled to 200-300 baht a month to
buy consumer products at Thong Fah
Pracharath shops; a 500-baht-a-month
tare subsidy each for public buses, intra-
provincial buses and electric trains;
and a 45-baht discount for cooking gas
purchases every three months.
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GAMBLING

GLO board to mull two and three-digit lotto plans

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Two and three-digit lottery and lotto
schemes are expected to be presented
to the Government Lottery Office
(GLO) board for consideration today.

Excise Department director-general
Patchara Anuntasilpa, also the GLO
board chairman, said the two schemes
have already been studied. It is likely
that two and three-digit lottery tickets
will be sold online as well as through
mobile phone applications, he said.

“Basically, we want to roll out the
two and three-digit lottery tickets to
compete with underground lotteries,
which hold a market value of 200-300
billion baht,” Mr Patchara said.

The state is expected to gain huge
revenue if it can sell even half the

tickets which the underground ver-
sions shift.

If the board approves the scheme
today, it is likely to require two months
to draw up regulations and hold public
hearings, he added.

“The sales of the tickets online will
make it convenient,” said Mr Patchara.
To prevent young people from buying
the tickets, he said buyers would need

to fill in their identification card num-
bers before purchasing them. He said
the prizes would depend on the sales of
tickets in each drawing round and how
many people have winning numbers.
Prizes will constitute 60% ofthe sales
revenue, he said. For example, if sales
of tickets amount to one billion baht,
the prizes would be 600 million bahtin
total. Each prize will be proportionally
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allotted from the amount.

The government of Thaksin Shi-
nawatraran a two and three-digit
lottery between 2003 and 2006. How-
ever, Thaksin was found guilty by the
Supreme Court's Criminal Division
for Holders of Political Positions early
this month for illegally launching the
scheme and sentenced to two years
in jail.
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Songpol Chevapanyaroj named new DPA president: As
recommandead by the Ministry of Finance, Sengpol Chevapanyarnj, 46,
has been appointed President of the Deposit Protection Agency (DFA). His
expsrience in public and private sectors includes directorships of: Dhanarak
Asset Development Co., Ltd.; Bangkok Commercial Asset Management
PCL; The Government Pharmaceutical Organisation; Krungthai Asset
Management PCL; and Muang Thai Insurance PCL, and; SEYP, Krungthai
Bank PCL, and; Kasikornbank PCL.
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