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Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
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Column: IN Brief. Vendors protest excise swoop

Clip: Black/White

INBrief

Vendors protest
excise swoop

TRAT: Chaos ensued when local
vendors at a market on the Thai-
Cambodian border in Tambon

Hat Lek, Klong Yai district yes-
terday ganged up and turned

on excise department officials
looking for smuggled and tax-evad-
ing products.

The excise officials turned up
to check products for compliance
with intellectual property laws and
to inspect cartons of cigarettes
and alcoholic beverages to find
out whether excise taxes had been
properly paid.

However, the vendors had other
ideas and staged a protest against
the officials,

The Royal Thai Marine Corps’
special task force unit was called
in to rescue the excise officials and
calm the situation.

Around noon, after speaking
with protesters, the officials were
allowed to leave the market and the
vendors carried on trading,

Prachuap Malitong of the Trat
Marine Corps Special Task Force,
said the excise officials were told
to look for smuggled products
but did not inform local officials
in advance.

Supattana Phetdee, head of the
Trat excise tax office, said the offi-
cials were obstructed in the course
of doing their jobs.
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LOTTERY

GLO to test distributing tickets in bundles

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Government Lottery Office (GLO)
will start distributing lottery tickets in
bundles from March, following high
demand.

This distribution method will be
tested for three months, said Thanawat
Pholvichai, spokesman of the GLO
board.

Mr Thanawat said GLO staff had
spoken to both buyers and sellers of lot-
tery tickets over the past several months
to gauge their opinion.

Even though each first-prize lottery

ticket is worth six million baht, most
buyers want to buy tickets in bundles,
he said, adding that this has encouraged
sellers to start selling tickets that way.

This results in more operating costs
and reduces the number of individual
tickets sold.

He said it has now become more dif-
ficult for punters to buy single lottery
tickets as most of the sellers are only
selling them in bundles.

In light of this, the GLO board agreed
to distribute lottery tickets in bundles,
Mr Thanawat said.

Each vendor will receive five books
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of lottery tickets. Four of the books will
include 100 sets of two-same number
tickets (book one and two will have
some tickets with the same numbers
while book three and four will also
follow this pattern).

The fifth bunch will contain a set of
100 individual tickets, he said.

Vendors will be allowed to book lot-
tery tickets in bundles on Feb 5-6 and
buy them on Feb 19 for tickets whose
winning digits are announced on March
1, the spokesman said.

Despite the move to sell lottery tick-
ets in bundles, their numbers will still

be capped, he said.

Referring to approaches to tackle
overpriced lottery tickets, Mr Thanawat
said the GLO has laid out a way to deal
with the issue.

In the first phase, strict enforcement
will be carried out to ensure ticket prices
are kept in line with the law.

In the second phase, officials will find
a balance of lottery ticket distribution
between those who have quotas from
the agency and ordinary people who
have to book tickets, he said.

The final phase concerns sustainable
approaches, he added.
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LOTTERY

GLO to test distributing tickets in bundles

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Government Lottery Office (GLO)
will start distributing lottery tickets in
bundles from March, following high
demand.

This distribution method will be
tested for three months, said Thanawat
Pholvichai, spokesman of the GLO
board.

Mr Thanawat said GLO staff had
spoken to both buyers and sellers of lot-
tery tickets over the past several months
to gauge their opinion.

Even though each first-prize lottery

ticket is worth six million baht, most
buyers want to buy tickets in bundles,
he said, adding that this has encouraged
sellers to start selling tickets that way.

This results in more operating costs
and reduces the number of individual
tickets sold.

He said it has now become more dif-
ficult for punters to buy single lottery
tickets as most of the sellers are only
selling them in bundles.

In light of this, the GLO board agreed
to distribute lottery tickets in bundles,
Mr Thanawat said.

Each vendor will receive five books
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of lottery tickets. Four of the books will
include 100 sets of two-same number
tickets (book one and two will have
some tickets with the same numbers
while book three and four will also
follow this pattern).

The fifth bunch will contain a set of
100 individual tickets, he said.

Vendors will be allowed to book lot-
tery tickets in bundles on Feb 5-6 and
buy them on Feb 19 for tickets whose
winning digits are announced on March
1, the spokesman said.

Despite the move to sell lottery tick-
ets in bundles, their numbers will still

be capped, he said.

Referring to approaches to tackle
overpriced lottery tickets, Mr Thanawat
said the GLO has laid out a way to deal
with the issue.

In the first phase, strict enforcement
will be carried out to ensure ticket prices
are kept in line with the law.

In the second phase, officials will find
a balance of lottery ticket distribution
between those who have quotas from
the agency and ordinary people who
have to book tickets, he said.

The final phase concerns sustainable
approaches, he added.
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