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Higher growth seen for final quarter of the year

THE NATION also expected, Pisit said.
Passenger car sales in

THE MINISTRY of Finance has November jumped 12.8 per cent

forecast higher economic growth ~ year on year while VAT at con-

for the final quarter of the stant prices advanced 9.6 per cent
year than for the last quarter, to a 4-month high. Import of
driven mainly by domestic con- consumer products climhed 9.4
sumption. per cent.

Pisit Puapan, director of the Private investment grew, led by
Burcau of Macrocconomic Policy @ 26.9 per cent rise in commercial
under the Fiscal Policy Office vehicle sales for the 17th straight
(FPO} and the FPQ’s deputy month in a row. .
spokesman, said the economy is On the construction front,

expected to further expand at a property tax edged up 2.1 per cent
growth rate of 3.3 per cent during and domestic cement sales
the quarter as domestic demands  incrcased 5.4 per cent, a rise for

grow while exports remain steady  the seventh straight month from

and the number of foreign March. However, Thai exports in
tourists increase. November contracted 0.95 per
The ministry is waiting for cent to US$21.2 billion, led by

December's economic indicators  shipments of agricultural and
to sce whether this year’s growth  agro-industry products such as
will reach 4.5 per cent as expect-  beverages, tapioca and canned

ed, he said. tuna. Imports totalled $22.4 bil-
The FPO will announce the lion during the month,

actual figures in January . The number of foreign tourists
November's consumption to Thailand increased 4.5 per cent

expanded as reflected in the 5.2 to 3.18 million, led by a 44.6 per

per cent increase in domestic cent surge in Malaysian visitors to

value added tax {(VAT}and a 15.5 41-month high.

per cent rise in the collection of Tourism income went up 5.18

import VAT, while higher exportis per cent to Bt167.42 billion.
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Headline: Chinese tourists raise swine fever risk

Chinese tourists raise swine fever risk

Inspections boosted
on imported pork

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

Strict inspections of processed pork prod-
ucts from overseas will be kept in place in
a bid to stave off an outhreak of African
swine fever, especially from China, after
several samples of sausages confiscated
from Chinese tourisis entering Thailand
were found to have a virat strain of African
swine flu.

‘The Department of Livestock Develop -
ment yesterday invited various agencies,

including the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration {FDA), the Customs Department,
the National Institute of Animat Health as
well as university academics to seek closer
cooperation on monitoring diseases in the
country's pig population.

Thailand has the biggest pork industry
in Asean, with over 22 million pigsand 1.2
million sows.

Sorawit Thaneto, chief of the Depart-
ment of Livestock Development, said yes-
terday the department has confirmed that
no African swine fever has heen detected
in Thailand.

However, it has not lowered its guard
because the disease keeps spreading in
China, he said.

The Departinent of Livestock

Development has discussed the case
with the various agencies for strengthen-
ing cooperation to stop the disease from
entering Thailand.

“Eventhough the disease hasno impact
on human beings, it can severely destroy
the country’s economic growth,” he said.

“The damage has been forecastat up to
100 billion baht if an outbreak oceurs. With
such a massive figure, it must impact the
country’s GDP growth.”

Ile said the department has mapped out
high-risk areas that require strict inspec-
tions, especially border areas with high
numbers of pigs and pig carcasses pass-
ing through checkpoints such as Chiang
Rai, Mukdahan, Sa Kaew and Nong Khai
province, as well as key production bases

in Ratchaburi and Nakhon Pathom.

All of the governors in these high-risk
areas have been advised to set up special
task forces.

Mr Sorawit said pig farmers must moni-
tor the health conditions of their animals
and that all pig farms must be run accord-
ing to good agricultural practices in terms
of disease prevention.

Pigs must only be fed food that has been
cooked for at least 30 minutes at a mini-
mum heat of 70C,

Moreover, if any pig is found to have
cholera-like symptomns, farimers must
immediately report the case to livestock
officials for a quick diagnosis.

The World Organisation for Animal
Health announced the outbreak earlier

News ID: B-181227001047 (27 Dec 18/06:00)

this vear, listing 15 countries across Europe
and African regions, as well as Russia
and China.

The FDA on Dec 25 issued an advisory
to quarantine pork imported from the
15 countries.

The FDA's secretary-general Tares
Krassanairawiwong said FDA staff work-
ing at 50 'DA checkpoints nationwide will
search for pork produced by those coun-
tries, It will be confiscated and tested by
authorities.

The National Institute of Animal Health
on Dec 10 found two samples of sansage
that tested positive for African swine fever.

The sausages were confiscated
from Chinese tourists from Chengdu
and Xishuangbanna.
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