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DEVELOPMENT

‘Ung Ing’ vows progress on South projects

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

Prime Minister Paetongtarn “Ung Ing”
Shinawatra has vowed to speed up
development projects in the southern
provinces and improve the livelihoods
of local residents.

The prime minister yesterday chaired
ameeting in Narathiwat to discuss pro-
gress on development projects in the
southern border provinces, such as the
construction of a parallel bridge over
the Kolok River in Sungai Kolok district
in Narathiwat and the Hat Yai-Sungai
Kolok double-track railway project.

The journey marked the premier’s
firstvisit to the southernmost provinces
of Narathiwat, Pattani and Yala.

Ms Paetongtarn said she wanted to
hear directly from local residents during
the visit so the government could help
ease their problems.

“The government has attached
importance to promoting decentrali-
sation because local agencies are closer
to citizens and have betterknowledge of
their preferences and needs,” she said.

She also stressed the need for certain
agencies to ensure there are no delays
to the transport development projects
in Narathiwat because any delay would
lead to cost overruns.

Regarding the construction of a
parallel bridge over the Kolok River in

News ID: C-250117001024 (17 Jan 25/03:25)

Sungai Kolok, she said that the govern-
ment had reached a procurement deal
with Malaysia. Construction is expected
to start in June and take 24 months.

The Hat Yai-Sungai Kolok double-
track railway project will also benefit the
region as it will help speed up the trans-
port of goods, Ms Paetongtarn said,
adding that the government is trying
to make the most of advanced technol-
ogy to improve the transport system.

In particular, the export of agricul-
tural produce is a priority as the gov-
ernment is looking for ways to pro-
mote farm produce and boost farmer’s
income, she said.

She said the government is ready to
offer scholarships to students to further
their studies in the field of future indus-
tries that have the potential to drive sig-
nificant business growth.

Ms Paetongtarn yesterday also
presided over the opening of a debt

settlement fair for debtors of the Stu-
dent Loan Fund, organised by the Jus-
tice Ministry at Princess of Naradhiwas
University in Narathiwat. More than
2,000 SLF debtors attended the event
aimed at helping ease their debt bur-
dens through relief measures.
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Headline: Next phase of digital wallet scheme set to commence

STIMULUS

Next phase of digital wallet
scheme set to commence

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Finance Ministry is poised to
transfer 10,000 baht per person to eli-
gible seniors under the digital wallet
project, estimated to number 3.5-4
million people, in the next phase
starting Jan 27.

This initiative is expected to cir-
culate more than 30 billion baht
in the economy, according to
the government.

Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom
Rojanasakul said the government will
hand out 10,000 baht per person in
the second phase of the scheme to
Thais age 60 or older who meet the
eligibility criteria, with the aim of
stimulating the economy.

The funds are scheduled to be
transferred to accounts linked to
PromptPay via national IDs on Jan 27,

Payments cannot be made to
PromptPay accounts linked to a

phone number. Any bank account
can be linked without restriction at
state-owned banks.

Mr Paopoom advised eligible
recipients to link their PromptPay
accounts to their national ID by Jan
22 to ensure payment on Jan 27.

He also recommended eligible
recipients check with their bank to
confirm their PromptPay account
is active and capable of facilitating
the transfer.

Eligible Thais musthave registered
using the government's Tang Rat app
and be 60 or older as of Sept 15, 2024.

Additional eligibility conditions
include having annual assessable
income for the 2023 tax year of no
more than 840,000 baht, while eligi-
ble applicants can have a maximum
0f 500,000 baht in bank deposits as of
June 30, 2024.

Recipients cannot reside in social
welfare institutions under the Social

Development and Human Security
Ministry as of Nov 30, 2024, and
cannot be a convicted prisoner,
detainee, confined individual, or
under preventive detention based
on the Corrections Department’s
database as of Nov 30, 2024.

Eligible recipients must not belong
to the groups that already received
a payment from the 2024 stimulus
programme, who were mainly state
welfare cardholders or people with
a disability.

Mr Paopoom said individuals can
check their status on the Tang Ratapp
from Jan 22, entering their username
or national ID number and password
to log in, then selecting “check reg-
istration status” under the “Digital
Wallet 10,000-baht programme”.

If payment to groups fails on the
first attempt, three more attempts to
complete payments are planned on
Feb 28, March 28 and April 28.
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Six Firms Interested In Casino Resort Construction In
Thailand

Six firms interested in easine resort construction n Thailand

e

to festure S000-plus fuxwry rooms, * * % *

ng in casing

complexes in Thaliend, the Prime Ministars secretary gensral revesled on

QSC L'TD.

m narmes of interested parties but affirmed that all have extensive experience in

Prommin Lertsuride] declined to disclose th

managing world-c

85 enteriainment complexes in several countries

The Catuin

Monday approved the draft Entertainment Complex Business Act in principl,

The draft law aima to legaliae the kingdom's vast underground gambling Industry, allowing 1

entertainment complexs

1o generate 1ax ravenie

Howewer, Prammin denied that gambling legalisation was the new law's me

Irpase

*The gover it would like to

ear up a misunderstanding that casinos are the main

focus of this project)” he said

“In reality, cesinos will only oooupy 6% of the

otal area jof entertainment complexe

want o creat

samprehenaive tourst destinationa suitahle for famiies, similar ta

ul models in Singapore, Macsu ar s Vegas.”

Each entertaknment comples would oomgrise 35 star hotels with at least 5000 rooms,

conwention and exhibition centres, an indoor sparts anent

with up to 16,000
clase concert hall, shopping malls, duty-free shops, theme parks, Michelin-starred

restaurants, and space for speoial aetivities

Prommin said six companies have already met oriteris for iInvestment, including at least 10

billien baht in reglstend

apsital, ability (o iwest a rinimwm 100 bilion baht, and businese plan fer comprehensive entertainment

complexes

Entertainment complexes would be lecated near tourism destinations on state-owned land spanning at least 300 ral, complate with

transport sonnections and digital and finanaial mfrasiruature, he added

"Thalland need

act guickly as we will be competing with Dsake, Japan, which ls sbout to open & slmilar resert” Prommin sakd
“Husi

e

high potential in Thailand dur to its =xisting tourism and infrastructure
The Finance Minlatry estimates the antertainment complex project will booat neticnal GOP by 0.2% during construction and 0.7%
once operational, It is expected 1o oreste 20,000 jobs and boost tourlet arfvals during the low season by 510%, leading to a 13%

fise in Wusm revenue

Source: https:#'www.nationthailand com/business/investment/40045134
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